


GOD'S WAY OF RECONCILIATION - JESUS
Ephesians 2:16-18  The Message

Christ brought us together through his death on 
the cross.   The Cross got us to embrace, and that 
was the end of the hostility.   Christ came and 
preached peace to you outsiders and peace to us 
insiders.   He treated us as equals, and so made us 
equals.   Through him we both share the same 
Spirit and have equal access to the Father.



Saul – is depicted in Acts 
as a persecutor of the 
early Jesus movement 
that began in Jerusalem.



Acts 7:58-8:1 New International Version
58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of 
a young man named Saul.59 While they were stoning him, 
Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he 
fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

8:1 On that day a great persecution broke out against the 
church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.



Acts 9 New International Version

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out 
murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked 
him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who 
belonged to the Way, whether men or women, 
he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.



Ch9:3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?”
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he 
replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and 
you will be told what you must do.”



Jews And Gentiles 
Brought Together In The 
Church Through Christ 
JESUS!



Jesus hung out with outcasts 
because he was creating a 
model of how to build his 
Church, one lost sheep at a 
time.



1 Corinthians 15 New International Version

1Now, brothers and sisters, I want to 
remind you of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received and on which you 
have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you 
are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 
preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain.



1 Corinthians 15 New International Version
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance[a]: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he 
appeared to Cephas,[b] and then to the Twelve. 6 After 
that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are 
still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of 
all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28722a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28724b


JESUS was about showing 
LOVE through inclusion and 
meeting folks where they 
were!


